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Executive Summary

Environmental Education for Sustainable Development (EESD) is an approach which
integrates the concepts of Environmental Education (EE) and of Sustainable Development (SD)
due to Decade of Education for Sustainable Development (DESD) during 2005-2014 declared by
United Nations. The ultimate goals of EESD are to create citizens with understanding, awareness
of values, expected attitudes, and decision making skills. The goals include their own practices
and engagement with others for preserving and making decisions on issues related to environment
considering the dimensions of sustainability and the balance among environment, economy,

and society and culture.

According to the review of the policy and the dynamic of EESD in Thailand and other
countries, during 2009-2010, it was found that the significant trends of change in “Environmental
Education for Sustainable Development” are the major issues which have driven key agencies
directly responsible for promoting EE to adapt and adjust the strategies in order to cope with
those trends of change. The strategies include the expansion of framework on environment
from focusing on school as a key agent to establishing mechanism and strategic plans to encourage
other key non-governmental partners to conduct EE for new targets. Moreover, during the past
two years, the core EESD (2008-2012) has been publicized in order to promote the recognition
of EE networks, as well as, to launch of programs, projects, and activities responding to the strategies
in the core EESD plan. Therefore, the support from the policy level including the adjustment
and the directionality of implementation in order to respond to the trends of change in EESD
by the key governmental agencies such as Department of Environmental Quality Promotion is
an important opportunity and challenge during the past 2 years of the implementation of EE
in Thailand.

The implementation of EESD by gcovernmental sectors in Thailand during 2009-2010
was interesting in terms of the establishment of collaboration among governmental and other
non-governmental sectors, the working network expansion to new targets such as officials
from local authorities, private sectors, and non-profit organizations, aa well as, the ongoing
implementation through a series of activity or new projects initiated by outsource agencies.
Strengths and conditional factors influencing the implementation of EESD are still directly
related to individual factors which include organization administrator, teacher, and implementer.

These findings show the needs for systematic capacity building in the future.
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In general, the implementation on EESD from non-governmental agencies during 2009-2010
was actively and vigorously developing. The projects and activities were varied according to work
issues for each community, person, group, and organization. In terms of private sectors, it was
found that many organizations have supported projects which were related to EESD and many
of which have been implemented continuously and progressively such as EGCO Forest Youth
Camp by EGCO Group and 5th and 6th Honda Green School by Asian Honda Motor Co., Ltd.
and Thai Environmental and Community Development Association (Magic Eyes). One prominent
point of EE work implemented and supported by private sectors is the continuous sponsorship
for resources provision including the establishment of network with governmental sectors,
educational and academic institutes, NGOs, and civil society which strengthens the implementation

and provides a platform of sharing and learning, as well as, developing EE process effectively.

In terms of partnership during 2009-2010, it was found that the networks on EE in Thailand
were more widened. Successful networks such as Natural Resources and Mekong-Lanna
Culture Conservation Network, Namkan Conservation Youth Network, Aumpang District Youth
Network have won Green Globe Award during 209-2010- an award annually granting to people

concretely and outstandingly dedicating for environmental conservation.

Several networks focus on raising the awareness, creating communication platform,
initiating interesting activities related to EE in society. For examples, Green Market Network works
on raising the awareness of eco-friendly product consumption, Big Tree Group works on big trees
conservation in urban area which has become a trend in Konkaen and Chiangmai as well as,
Lonely Tree Network works on creating space for people in urban areas to realize the importance

of environment and to conduct small-scale activities together.

Moreover, the other group of networks is working on connecting both governmental
and private agencies and organizations to work together on environment. The examples are
Social Venture Network Asia (SVN Asia), Thailand Business Council for Sustainable Development
(TBCSD), and (Thailand Energy and Environment Network: TEENET).

One interesting observation is the channels of communication in the age of Globalization
through online electronics device: Internet Network, especially, Social Network such as Hi 5,
Facebook, Twitter, and Blog. These channels have been so advanced that they can connect

people with different working context and provide space for people who share similar interest
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to communicate, to widen the network, to raise the public awareness, to engage participation
of people in the society, and to exchange information and opinion. In other words, these
online social networks help establish a platform of communication before implementing
the work of EESD in the future.
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Networks which had been established during the past few years were to address the
environmental crisis occurring in Thailand. Either from the consciousness after having been
through all disasters for many years together or any other reasons, different sectors collaborated
and built up large-scale networks. Anyhow, this has been a new trend of global development
emphasizing on sustainability for the next generation for examples, the launch of law enforcing
private sectors to return partial profits to society or the involvement of some companies in
projects on environment in order to build up their own image as a green organization. Moreover,
this new trend has also caused the expansion of the work on environmental issues and EE into
Thai society, especially, the establishment of EE networks at both individual and EE working
group levels through various channels such as community network and the learning and

exchanging information in social networks.

According to the study of the situation on EESD in Thailand during
2009-2010, the findings are as follows:

1. The expansion of EE work has covered all three educational systems which include
formal education through schools and educational institutes, as well as, non-formal and informal
educations conducted by non-governmental organizations and networks from different sectors.
Therefore, a significant challenge on EE development is how to provide learning management
that integrates the learning experiences from the three educational systems.

2. There has been confusion between the concept of integrating EE into the school
curriculum and classroom activities of different learning areas and the concept of integrating
EE into the learning areas of Science and Social Studies, Religions, and Culture. Many school
teachers have misunderstood that EE is a learning activity which can only be integrated into
some specific learning areas which are Geography and Life and Environment while some teachers
and environmental educators believe that EE is an interdisciplinary activity and should be flexible
under school context.

3. The collaborative engagement of different sectors on moving EE forward createsvaried
working models; however, overlaps in terms of working issues and target groups have still been
noticed. Hence, consideration of the host, group, core team, network, and platform of support
is strongly recommended in order to move EE forward effectively.
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Movement and trends of EESD in Thailand during 2009-2010 shows the broadening and
diversity in development of EESD in the country. It also reflects the challenges on the lack of
‘Powerful Key Partners’ for strenghthening the networks and harmonizing all sectors that have
different working strategies to be capable of move accomplish the same goals together.
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